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MUMMY. 28: 


THE 


REHEARSAL. 


1, All Civil Power is Deriv’dfrom the Crowz. 
Authority only do’s Determin, Not Law, Fuftice, or Reajon. 
2. The People cannot Derive their Authority. They ever were, and muft be 


in Subjection. 


3. The Obfervator puts the whole in the Commons, without K/ng, or Honfe of 


Lords. 


The Coronation-Oath no Original Contract. 3 
4. The Modern Seile of our Adis of Parlament Explain’d. And by Authority of 


the fame. 
5. The Ancient S¢z/e. 


6. The King has more Properly a Negative upon the Parliament than They up- 


on Him. 





WEDNESDAY, July 7. 1708. 





Notwithftanding all 

the Objections of the 
Obfervator, your Poliition will ftand, That the 
Freeholders have no Right of Chnfing, nor the 
Members of Voting, but what they have from 
the Crown. 

Rebearfal. All Power is Derivative but 
God’s. The Authority of the Crown is De- 
riv'd from God, and from Him Oxly, as our 
Laws Speck, which I have before Quoted. 
And ther is or can be no Civil Authori- 
ty in the Kizgdom but what is Deriv’d from 


(1.) Country-man. I Think, Mafler, That 


- the Crown, as the only Fountain and Source 


of all Auman Authority. Ther can be no 
Co-Ordinate Powers in the fame Government, 
nor Ballancing of Power, It is all Nonfenfe 
and Contradiélion. 


termin every thing. And itis Ab/olute and 
Arbitrary, and muft be fo, in whatever 
Sort of Government. Ther is no Avoiding 
it. And ther cou’d be no Government with- 
out it. To talk of Reafon and Fauftice— 
That will not do. Go through the World, 
you will hardly find three men Agree what 
is Fuft or Reafonable. You fee, Mr. Obfer- 
vator, you and I cannot Agree about it. 
Therefore ther muft be a Judge. And it 
is as vain to fay the Zaw will Determin 
it. The Law never Determin’d any Con- 
troverfy yet, or ever Can. It is Nothing, 
it is but a Dead Letter, and has no Force 
at all, till it is Pronounc’d out of the 





It is Civil War inftead | 
of Government. The Laff Refort mutt De- | 
| fufion, which I have Sufficiently Expos’d 





Mouth of a Fudge who is vefted with Ans 
thority. And tho’ the Fudge fhou’d Decree 
contrary to the Lam, yet it is Law, and has 
its full Force and Effect, till ic is Revers’d 
by fome Higher Fudge who has a Superior 
Authority. And when we come to the 
Higheft, there we muft Abide, and the De» 
termination is Law, tho’ it were Contrary 
to all the Written Lams in the Nation. So 
that it is Authority only can Determin: 
And neither Law, nor Reafon, nor Fuftice, 
can Determin any thing. They are but 
Words, and have no Authority. Every man 
is Fudge of thefe, according to his own 
Senfe of it. And where Every body is Fudge, 
No bedy is Fudge. Here can be no Govern. 
ment or Peace in the World. Therefore 
the People cannot be Fudge, for that is Eve- 
ry body, and No body. It is Endlefs Con. 


already. 


(2.) And fince all Auman Power muft 


‘be Deriv’d from fome.or other who had 


Authority to Grant it, let the People thew 
who Gave them that Authority they. Pre- 
tend to. Their Independent State of Nature 
will not do. That has been Baff’d till it 
is made Ridiculous, And Mankind was al- 
ways .under Government from the firft A/an 
that was Born. And Government was then 
Inftituted by God, as 1 have fully thew’d. 
So that it was no Invention of the People. 
For it was in Being before ever ther was 
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a Man-Born-in the World. And from the 
firft Jnffitution of it in Adam, it has De- 
fcended without Interruption to this Day. 


For tho’ it has Chang’d hands by Conguefis, 


Ufurpations, and Rebellions, yet it never Ceas’d, 
but whoever took it from another, kept it 
himfelf; Aud never Suffer’d it to come to 
the Free and Equal Vore of the People. They 
are ftill kept uader, whoever gets the Go- 
vernment, But their Name is made ufe of 
to Catch Fools, 


(3-) Countiy-m. The Obfervater you were 
upon of the roth Jaf Month, Num. 36. 
fays, The Original Contratt or Coronation 
Oath—— Obliges the Prince to Confirm fuch 
Laws as the Commons Chooft. And that you 
may be fure he means only the Commons, 
he gives it in Latin, fuch Laws (ays he) 
@uas Valgus Elegerit, as-it ssn the Latin 
Oath. And in the French of Ed. 2 and 
3. it is, Les Quels la Communante aur’ Eflue. 
And in the Englifh of Hea. vill. and other 
times it is, which the Commons of the Realm 
foal Choofe. So that here (fays he) *tis plain, 
the King or Queen derive their Authority of 
Confirming the Laws, or giving the Royal 
Affert to them, from our Conflitution, and 
with this Qualification, that they mujt be fuch 
as the Commons or Community choofe. 

Rehearf. Here the Lords are left Quite 
out from being any Part of our Con/fitution, 
And the King (or Queen) made but a Cypher 
in it. For if be Ade Confirm thofe Lams 
the Commons choole, he ts but an Officer 
that puts the Seals to it, and the whole 
Power is with the Commons, and the Royal 
Affent is but a Ceremony; which if the King 
will not do, they may Compell him, or do 
it without him. As they have done before 
Now. And this is fine Dodctrin to be 
Trumpt up now again! 

As to his Argument from the Coronation 
Oath, 1 have Anfwer'd it in the fir(t Volume, 
N. 126. and 143. It is no Original Contraét, 
for the King is King before it, and as much 
before as after. Even K. Will. was not 
Crown’d for fome time afcer he was made 
King. Yet he was King to all Intents and 
Purpofes as much Before as After. Corora- 
tion and Coronation-Oaths were not from the 
Beginning, nor are they Effential to Govern. 
ment. Whe King gives us there the Secu- 
rity of his Oath, and if he Breaks it, he is 
Guilty before God of the Breach of an Oath , 
but this gives no Coercion to his Swbjeéts 
over him. ’ 

(4.) Country-m. The Obfervator lays Strefs 
upon the Form of our Ads of Parliament, 
Be it Enaited by the King, with the Advice 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons &c. And by Authority of the fame. 
Whence he Infers that they have a Share 
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Rebear{ 1 think the Form m : 
againft him. For the Enaling Sete 
tribuged only to the King. Be it Ep Pe 
by the King——Then follows, With tho ed 
vice of &ec. To Advife or Confent is ae 


thority of the fame, that is, By the f, 
Authority before Mentioned, of the King 
who Enaétls, and the Lords and ms 
who Advife or Confent. 

Buc I will Grant ther is an Aythor; 
(tho? not over the Ximg) in the Lords a 
Comrons, For it is not Every one that has the 
Privilege, or Authority, if you pleafe to 
call it fo, to Advife the King in makin 
of Laws, or whofe Confent he thinks Necef. 
fary to it. But then this Privilege or Aya 
thority is Deriv’d wholly and Solely from 
the Crowa. If they held it Independently of 
tne Crown, they wou’d be Co-Ordinate Powers 
which our Lew Abhorrs, and is a Contra. 
attkion in all Government. 


Commons 


(5-) We may Obferve likewife that this 
Form of Aéts of Parliament is but of later 
Days, the former Stile was, Be it Enatted 
by the King, with the Advice of the Lords, the 
Commons humbly Praying. The Commons did 
then Fetitcon for their Lams. Forms may 
Alter, but our Conffitution is the fame. 


(6.) Country-m. It is of great ufe, Mafter, 
to Correct thefe Vulgar Errors that Run 
among the People. For by this they miftake 
our Conftitution, and are Difpos’d for Rebels 
len, See an Example of it here. From 
that Common faying, That the King has 
only a Negative Voice in the making of 
Laws (which you have Confuted already) 
the Obfervator now Improves upon it, and 
wou'd take even That ftom the Crom, 
and makes the Kirg (or Queen) Oblig’d to 
Confirm fuch Laws as the Commons Choofe: 
And then he’s a King of Clouts indeed! 
Thefe Men from Scraps of Sayings they 
Pick out of their A4odus’s and other little 
Books not worth a Groat, wou’d Perfuade 
Us againft our Conffitution, what it was, and 
what we fee it before cur Eyes at this 
Day. For when both Hox/es ot Parliament 
have Prepar’d a Bid, they Prefent it to the 
King, to be Pafs’d into a Lam, and he 
either Enaéts it, or Rejeés it, as he thinks 
fit. But he do’s not Prefent a Bill to 
them, to be Pafs’d by them into a Lam. 
So that they have no Occafion for a Ne- 
gative, for he never Asks them the Que- 
ftion, But when he Rejeéts a Bill, this is a 


is wholly with him, to fay, J will this to be 
a Law. And this makes it a Law. The 
Parliament Prepares. He gives the Sanétion. 





in the Legiflature, and bids you Anfwer it 
if you can. 


But our Demagognes wou'datake All from the 
Crown—— 
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thing, but to Evaét is another. And by Aue - 


Negative upon them. And the Affirmative | 





Londen Printed and Sold, by the Bookfellers of Landen and Wefiwsinfler. 1708. 
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